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PHOENICIA FACT SHEET 

 
1. Phoenicia, the Phoenician Ship Expedition, aims to re-create the first circumnavigation of 

Africa, believed to have been achieved by Phoenician mariners in 600 BC. 
 
2. The Phoenicians were arguably the first ‘global’ civilisation. From around 1200 BC they 

established a civilisation on the coast of Syria, Lebanon and Palestine which spread 
throughout the Mediterranean and lasted nearly one thousand years. 

 
3. This project involves building a replica Phoenician ship using traditional Phoenician 

construction methods and materials. The ships design specification has been created using 
evidence from relevant shipwrecks and archaeological finds of artefacts such as vases and 
coins, as well as advice from eminent scholars and shipwrights. 

 
4. The 70 ft long replica Phoenician ship is being built in Arwad Island, an ancient Phoenician 

city state just off the Syrian coast, by Syrian shipwright Khalid Hammoud. 
 
5. The Phoenician Ship Expedition is being led by Dorset based adventurer Philip Beale, whose 

most recent venture was to lead the 2003-4 Borobudur Ship Expedition 
(www.borobudurshipexpedition.com). 

 
6. There will be a multi-national crew of up to 20 people on any one leg of the expedition. 

 
7. The expedition will depart from Syria in August 2008 and embark upon the circumnavigation 

of Africa. The expedition will sail through the Suez Canal, down the east coast of Africa and 
attempt to sail around the dangerous Cape of Good Hope. The voyage will continue up the 
west coast of Africa before returning to the Mediterranean to complete the circumnavigation 
in May 2009. 

 
8. The circumnavigation will be followed by another voyage to bring the ship to the United 

Kingdom in summer 2009. 
 

9. In total the voyage will be 17,000 miles and 12 months at sea. 
 

10. Phoenicia is approved by the Royal Geographical Society and is supported by the British 
Syrian Society. 

 
11. The launch of the ship from Syria in summer 2008 will be part of the celebrations for 

Damascus as Capital of Arab Culture 2008.  
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12. Byblos Bank Syria (http://www.byblosbank.com) is Phoenicia’s ‘Official Local Partner’ in 
Syria. Byblos Bank are key sponsors for the launch ceremony which will take place on 10

th
 

August 2008 at Arwad, Syria. 
 

13. The ‘Syrian Chamber for Shipping’ is one of the expedition’s sponsors. They will sponsor two 
Syrian crew members to take part in the expedition as core crew. For more sponsor details 
please see http://www.phoenicia.org.uk/supporting-our-sponsors.htm 

 

14. It is intended that the replica Phoenician ship will be exhibited as the centre piece of a 
proposed exhibition on Phoenician culture in 2009/10 

 

15.  The Phoenicia website is www.phoenicia.org.uk 
 


